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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

As we close another successful fiscal 
year, I want to begin by expressing my 
sincere gratitude to each of you who 
invested in the University of Charleston. 
Every one of our students receives 
financial aid, your donations to 
scholarship funds are making a UC 
education accessible to those who 
dream of earning a college degree. Your 
gifts also provide opportunities that 
extend beyond the classroom—from 
Labor of Love and Enlightened Living 

Days to distinguished speaker series on campus and at the Downtown Innovation 
Hub. These experiences enrich our students' education and help prepare them to 
become thoughtful leaders and engaged citizens. 

It is especially rewarding to see long-term goals become reality. In June 2026, we 
welcomed the inaugural cohort of students in our new Doctor of Physical Therapy 
program. This innovative hybrid program combines interactive online coursework 
with immersive, hands-on laboratory experiences in the Morrison Rehabilitation 
Science and Athletic Center. We are thrilled to welcome these future healthcare 
professionals to campus. 

While summertime brings a quieter pace to campus, we are serving our online 
learners and preparing for the return of students to both our Charleston and Beckley 
campuses in just a few short weeks. 

One important part of that preparation is ensuring the Eagle Essentials Pantry is 
stocked and ready to meet student needs. Donations of nonperishable food items, 
personal hygiene products, and other essentials can be dropped off at the Student 

 



Life Office in GSU 309 or purchased through our Amazon Wish List and shipped 
directly to campus. 

If you prefer to make a financial gift, donations to the Student Needs Fund through 
the Office of Advancement allow Student Life to purchase food for the Pantry, 
classroom supplies, and other resources that help students overcome unexpected 
obstacles and focus on their education. 

Thank you for continuing to believe in our students and in the mission of the 
University of Charleston. 

Best Regards, 

Gail Carter 

VP of Development and Alumni Relations 
 

  

 

  

Homecoming and Family Weekend 
plans are taking shape. Look for an 
email next week with ALL the details. In 
the meantime, here is a list of hotels 
that offer discounts so you can make 
plans to Fly Home. 

Call the UC Alumni Office with any 
questions. Christina Carr- 304-357-4734. 
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Golden Eagles turned Golden Girls: 
The Friendship That Took Flight at UC 

(back row – Mandy Powers, Lora Ely 
Hughes, Amy Robinson, front row – Sara 
Harris Dillon, Erica May) 

For those of us who grew up on the 
chick flicks of the late '90s and early 
2000s, this story is for you. It has all the 
gal-pal energy of The Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants, Divine Secrets of the 
Ya-Ya Sisterhood, and Now and Then. 
But if you ask these women, they'll tell 
you their friendship leans a little more 
to The Golden Girls. 

For 26 years, five members of the 
University of Charleston Class of 2000 
have made one promise to each other: 

no matter what life throws their way, they will carve out one weekend every year to 
simply be together. 

What began as a post-graduation beach trip quietly became something much 
bigger—a tradition, a commitment, and ultimately, a lifelong sisterhood. Today, the 
"GW" title of their group chat still stands for Girls Weekend. 

 

 

  



Over the years, Girls Weekend has 
taken them everywhere from beaches to 
mountains and across the Atlantic.Trip 
traditions include pedicures, 
homemade meals inspired by trending 
Pinterest recipes, card games—
especially Lora's beloved Phase 10, 
though not everyone has the patience to 
finish all ten phases—and small, 
thoughtful gifts exchanged with one 
another. One year Mandy surprised 
everyone with matching Golden Girls sweatshirts. Another year Erica created a 
framed photo featuring the words that have become the group's motto: Find Your 
People. 

One very special gift came from Amy a couple years ago. The UC brick engraved with 
their five names is now a permanent fixture on campus and reminder of the bonds 
formed here. 

 

 

  

To document these weekends, they 
have The Book. Mandy is the designated 
keeper of The Book. Well, books, there 
are now two volumes with photos dated 
from 1998-now. Every Girls Weekend 
includes adding photographs from the 
previous year's trip alongside 
handwritten memories, funny 
moments, and inside jokes that only the 
five of them fully understand. Like the 
time they traveled to Washington, DC 

and Erica’s lack of recall caused her to reference the “tall skinny monument” and it 
became a running joke. 

These books are the physical history of this friendship and a meaningful treasure to 
them all. Amy adds, “From unsuccessfully avoiding sunburns to braving major 
snowstorms, each location has a memory that makes it hard to pick a favorite. My 
own family thinks of them as extended family, and my daughters see them as role 
models and want to find similar lasting friendships.” 

 

 

  



Turning 50 is on the horizon for these 
ladies but everyone still plays the same 
role they did when they were 20. 

Mandy remains the sweet one no one 
can stay mad at. Lora is the dependable 
mama bear. Sara offers the best advice 
while happily flying by the seat of her 
pants. Amy is endlessly compassionate 
and simply wants everyone around her 
to be happy. And Erica? Still the loud and crazy one. 

Despite all the girl power, coming of age story vibes this gives, they insist they're 
really representative of the cast of The Golden Girls. Erica assigned everyone their 
character. Yes, there are 4 Golden Girls and 5 alumni here, so the math doesn’t work 
but… 

Mandy is Rose. Lora is Dorothy. Amy is a blend of Blanche and Rose. Sara is Sophia. 
Erica is Blanch. And they all own it. 

What began in residence halls, classrooms, soccer fields, FCA meetings, and shared 
apartments at the University of Charleston has become a lifelong friendship. “These 
girls are the ones that will always, without doubt, have my back. There’s comfort in 
having them,” says Lora. 

And every year, no matter where the map leads them next, these five Golden Eagles 
continue to do something beautifully simple, they find their way to their people. 

To read the full story of their history and adventures, click HERE. 
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Buy a Brick HERE!  

 

 

  

 

  

 

“This milestone reflects the extraordinary dedication of our inaugural cohort and the 
trust they placed in a new program,” Dr. Nicole Scheiman, MSOT Program Director, 
said. “They embraced every challenge, supported one another, and demonstrated 
the knowledge, clinical reasoning, and professionalism needed to succeed. Their 
100% first-time pass rate is also a testament to the commitment of our faculty, 
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fieldwork educators, community partners, and University leadership. We are 
incredibly proud of these graduates and confident they will make a meaningful 
impact on the individuals and communities they serve. I see great things happening 
in their futures.” 

Congratulations to our MSOT students, and our gratitude to the faculty whose 
dedication, mentorship, and expertise made this milestone possible. 
 

  

 

  

Tuition Discount for UC Alumni 

If you are considering a graduate 
degree, UC now offers a tuition discount 
for our alumni. The discount is 20% off 
the published tuition for the selected 
degree program. 

The following UC graduate degrees are 
eligible for the discount: Master of 
Business Administration (MBA), Master 
of Business and Data Analytics, Master 
of Science – Strategic Leadership, 
Master of Science – Cybersecurity, 
Master of Science in Nursing – Family 
Nurse Practitioner, and the Doctor of Executive Leadership (DEL). 

Students must have earned a degree from the University of Charleston and be 
admitted to one of the approved graduate degrees to be eligible for the discount. The 
discount cannot be combined with any other tuition discounts (e.g. military/law 
enforcement discount, etc.) with the exception of athletic scholarships. For more 
information, please contact the UC Admissions Office at 1-800-995-4682 
or admissions@ucwv.edu. 
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Double the honors, double the pride. Congratulations to the University of 
Charleston's 2026 Mountain East Conference Coach of the Year and Mountain 
East Conference Female Athlete of the Year! 

 



 

 

  

The Golden Eagle Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee Dinner is a traditional part of 
Homecoming and Family Weekend. Look for more details on how you can 
register for this event soon!  



 

 

  

Never miss a game! Click HERE for a full athletic schedule.  
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The UC Builders Invite You to Join Them! 

Members of the UC Builders serve as ambassadors for the University of Charleston. 
The organization was established as the Women Builders by President Leonard 
Riggleman in 1954. In 1990, the organization welcomed men to its membership and 
voted to adopt the name University of Charleston Builders. 

President Marty Roth values the members as builders of the vision and promoters of 
the image and growth of the University. The UC Builders has been critical to the 
continued growth of the University, having donated more than $500,000 over its 
history for various projects. Member's annual dues fund projects that help improve 
the quality of life for University students. The projects have ranged from intellectual 
stimulation such as the purchase of the Juno ManiKind for the Health Sciences 
Department to campus beautification projects like the living plant wall in The 
Commons and lampposts along the riverbank lawn. 

The Builders members enjoy seven luncheon meetings throughout the academic 
year. Meet and Greet begins at 11:30 am and lunch is served at noon. The guest 
speaker for each luncheon typically is either someone associated with the University 



or a visiting scholar or West Virginia author. The luncheons are informative, 
enjoyable, and a great way to make connections. The UC Builders’ success depends 
on their involved members. With over 250 members, the organization has been able 
to make a huge difference in the well-being of the University. This is a unique 
opportunity for alumni and community members to stay engaged with Charleston's 
University. Click HERE to join! 
 

  

 

  

 

Join today and have some new swag ahead of Homecoming 2026! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

The UC Alumni Association is a great way to stay engaged, help plan alumni events, 
network with other alumni, and give back from wherever your wings have taken you! 
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The Gold Level requires a $100 membership donation and includes a decal, key 
chain, tumbler, invitations to special VIP events, discounts, and more. 

The Gold Renewal requires a $100 membership donation and includes UC lunch 
cooler and UC icons lanyard, invitations to special VIP events, discounts, and more. 

The Maroon Level requires a $25 membership donation and includes our decal, 
alumni koozie, invitations to special events, discounts, and more. 

The Maroon Renewal requires a $25 membership donation and includes a UC icons 
lanyard, invitations to special events, discounts, and more.  

Click HERE to join or renew TODAY!  

 

 

  

 

  

In Memorium 

Remembering Golden Eagle Alumni who have passed away in the last month.  

Mary Barbara Resler, ‘77 

David P Gillispie, ‘64 

David Maisto, ‘70 

Therasa Marchio Webb, ‘84 

Bruce Haley, ‘73 
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Please note: This list includes updates provided by family members, 
newspapers, and other sources. These dates reflect the period during which UC 
received and processed the information, not necessarily the dates that the 
individual passed away. 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

Register HERE!  
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Have you recently changed jobs? Did you and your family make a big move? Do you 
have exciting news to share with your alumni family? We want to hear about it! 
Update your alumni record so that we can share your successes with the rest of the 
Golden Eagle family. Keep soaring to new heights! 

Update Your Information HERE  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gail Carter 

VP for University Development 

304-357-4849 

Christina Carr 

Director of Alumni Relations 

304-357-4734 
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gailcarter@ucwv.edu 

 

christinacarr@ucwv.edu 

  

Unsubscribe  

University of Charleston  

www.ucwv.edu  
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