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Greetings from UC!  

While the parking lots on the Charleston 
campus do not have as many cars over 
the summer, we do have about 1,900 
students enrolled in classes.  

In mid-May we were delighted to receive 
notice that our Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program was awarded 
candidate for accreditation status.  We 

now have ~30 students enrolled and engaged in our inaugural dynamic hybrid 
cohort.  These accreditation processes are always time-consuming yet critically 
important.  Congratulations to Dean Mindy Smith, Program Director Steven Lesh, 
and the entire DPT faculty and staff team for all your successful program design, 
accreditation report, and site visit work.  In addition, our Master of Occupational 
Therapy program led by Nicole Scheiman continues to grow.  Over 20 new students 
joined the latest cohort in May. 

Last week we hosted a Healthcare Bootcamp for high school students in 
Charleston.  This overnight camp provided immersive experiences on various 
healthcare career and educational opportunities.  Students enjoyed hands-on 
activities in the healthcare simulation center, VR lab, and in our OT and PT labs, 
while getting a feel for life on a college campus.  Kudos to all of our faculty and staff 
for sharing some of your summer with these aspiring clinicians.  We hope to see 
these students back on campus to earn degrees, and eventually as proud Golden 
Eagle alumni! 

It was a great day on campus last Sunday.  We once again hosted Symphony Sunday 
on the back lawn.  The grounds looked amazing, as did the interior spaces.  Our 
incredible catering, campus safety, and facilities staffs were attentive, pleasant, and 
welcoming to our community guests.  This is always a big event and an important 

 



way that we position UC as Charleston’s UniversityTM.  Thank you all for making that 
happen! 

We will continue to stay busy and look forward to filling up the residence halls again 
in late July and August.  

I wish all of you a fun, healthy, and productive summer.  May your sunscreen be 
strong, your inbox quiet, iced coffee never run out, and your biggest challenge be 
choosing between the pool and the hammock.  Thank you for your continued 
support to make a UC education accessible and transformational for our students! 

Best regards, 

Marty 
 

  

 

  

 

 

  

UC Alumni Office Trip Report 

by Christina Carr (’06), Director of 
Alumni Relations 

Gail Carter, Vice President for University 
Development, and I have been out of 
the office! We journeyed away from The 
Nest. We said goodbye to the 
mountains and hello to the metropolis. 
We took UC to NYC! We were literally 
WINGS UP! We…well, you get it, we took 
a little trip. 

 



On Thursday evening, May 28th, we hosted a gathering in downtown Manhattan and 
enjoyed Irish wares at Tara Mor Pub. Justin McDuffie ('25) shared his experience as a 
recent grad and student athlete (football) while networking with others who have had 
impressive careers, a small perk of attending these events. Attendees also included 
Rob Pumo ('81), Dave Blashford ('81), Mike Garcia ('78), and Stephen Beasley ('02).  I 
was thrilled to greet Stephen in person after connecting virtually for his feature 
Alumni Story in 2023 (check it out here).  

Alumni traveled from 12 states (DE, MA, 
MI, NC, NJ, NY, OH, PA, SC, VA, VT, WV). 
Those who were already in town Friday 
evening, met for dinner at a local 
Oceanport restaurant, Baseline Social. 

On Saturday, Gail and I headed down 
the shore (as they say in Jersey) where 
we met up with 75 Golden Eagle alumni 
and friends at Monmouth Park 
Racetrack. We bet on horses, ate hot 
dogs and burgers fresh off the charcoal 
grill, gave a toast to shared memories 
(like living in Dickinson Hall), picked up 
some swag, and enjoyed the VERY 
windy afternoon together. 

Every Golden Eagle has a story, and we 
spent the day listening to so many 
special moments—how you landed in Charleston for college, where you flew to after 
graduation, the careers you built, campus romances that turned into 50 years of 
marriage, and stories of reunions with your MHC/UC Greek Life organizations. 

But overwhelmingly, one theme was woven throughout nearly every conversation: 
“Those were some of the most wonderful, impactful years of my life.” 
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On this campus, you built relationships 
with classmates, professors, and 
coaches. You grew up. You found 
yourself. You enjoyed your college years 
and lived to tell about them—some of 
you with more adventures than others! 
You were students, athletes, student 
government leaders, and today, we are 
all Golden Eagles. It's remarkable how 
alumni whose graduation years span 
more than five decades are connected 
and all call this little place by the 
river- home. 

Jon Block ('79) was the hostess with the most-ess for our third annual gathering, with 
help from Bill Greenblum and Jim and Michelle Dempsey. Jon spent months 
spreading the word and reaching out to alumni, encouraging them to be part of this 
special day. He handled all the RSVPs and T-shirt sizes, organized tickets, purchased 
food and drinks, and talked his lovely wife, Jen, into serving as grill master. He made 
the event a success!! Thank you, Jon! 

We have a collection of photos and videos from the weekend posted on our social 
media pages, please go check it out! 

These gatherings allow us to relive cherished memories while creating new ones. We 
hope you'll join us for the largest alumni gathering of the year—Homecoming and 
Family Weekend, September 25–26. 

Make plans. Fly home. 

-Christina 
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May was the month for REUNIONS!  

 

The sisters of Gamma Phi Delta gather annually and their 2026 reunion travels 
landed them in Jacksonville, FL. Photo sent in by Ellen Joesbury Linger ('78). 

Top Row (left to right): 
Stephanie Weiss, Ellen Linger, Nancy Canterbury, Gayle Cohen, Brenda Canal, Lois 
Lewis, Kathy Hackney, Maureen Keenan 
Middle Row (left to right): 
Linda Jackson, Cathy Stuart, Cathy Cunningham, Sharen Scherger, Lynette Kurtz, 
Jackie Iaia, Carol Alfano, Helen Siegal, Betty Gomez, Kathy Hodge, Elena Vezza, 
Janet Richards, Eileen McDonald 
Seated (left to right): 
Nanci Snyder, Pam Brunner, Michele Weiss, Susan Barnard, Barbara Christo  

  

 

  



DPT is Ready to Roll! 

  

Following the Commission on 
Accreditation in Physical Therapy 
Education's (CAPTE) granting of 
Candidate for Accreditation status, our 
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) 
program welcomed its inaugural cohort 
of 30 students to the hybrid program. 

  

Students began coursework online and 
will make their first visit to campus in 
July to undertake immersive, hands-on 
learning at UC's newly renovated 
Morrison Rehabilitation Science and 

Athletic Center.  

Congratulations to Dr. Steven Lesh and the entire DPT faculty on this important 
milestone, and a warm UC welcome to our newest students as they arrive on 
campus! 

 

 

  

 

  

Tuition Discount for UC Alumni 

If you are considering a graduate 
degree, UC now offers a tuition discount 
for our alumni. The discount is 20% off 
the published tuition for the selected 
degree program. 

The following UC graduate degrees are 
eligible for the discount: Master of 
Business Administration (MBA), Master 
of Business and Data Analytics, Master 
of Science – Strategic Leadership, 
Master of Science – Cybersecurity, 
Master of Science in Nursing – Family 
Nurse Practitioner, and the Doctor of Executive Leadership (DEL). 

 



Students must have earned a degree from the University of Charleston and be 
admitted to one of the approved graduate degrees to be eligible for the discount. The 
discount cannot be combined with any other tuition discounts (e.g. military/law 
enforcement discount, etc.) with the exception of athletic scholarships. For more 
information, please contact the UC Admissions Office at 1-800-995-4682 
or admissions@ucwv.edu. 
 

  

 

  

 

The countdown to June 30 is on!        

  

Before the close of the fiscal year, you can help support scholarships, campus 
improvements, academic innovation, and life-changing opportunities for University 
of Charleston students. 

  

Together, we can finish the year strong and continue building a brighter future for UC. 

Give Today! 
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"Beyond their success in competition, our student-athletes continued to excel in the 
classroom. Collectively, our athletic programs earned an impressive 3.38 cumulative 
GPA, with all but one team achieving a team GPA of 3.0 or higher. This level of 
academic excellence is truly remarkable and speaks volumes about the 
commitment, discipline, and character of our student-athletes." 

-Dr. Bren Steven, UC Athletic Director 

  

Never miss a game! Click HERE for a full athletic schedule.  
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Shop the online bookstore HERE for all your UC Gear and Gifts!  
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The '25-'26 NEW UCAA Swag has arrived!! Now is the time to join and renew your 
membership. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

The UC Alumni Association is a great way to stay engaged, help plan alumni events, 
network with other alumni, and give back from wherever your wings have taken you! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

The Gold Level requires a $100 membership donation and includes a decal, key 
chain, tumbler, invitations to special VIP events, discounts, and more. 

The Gold Renewal requires a $100 membership donation and includes UC lunch 
cooler and UC icons lanyard, invitations to special VIP events, discounts, and more. 

The Maroon Level requires a $25 membership donation and includes our decal, 
alumni koozie, invitations to special events, discounts, and more. 

The Maroon Renewal requires a $25 membership donation and includes a UC icons 
lanyard, invitations to special events, discounts, and more.  

Click HERE to join or renew TODAY!  

 

Thank you to those who joined or renewed their membership this past month - 
Frank Kirkland 

  

 

  

In Memorium 

Remembering Golden Eagle Alumni who have passed away in the last month.  

James Smith, ‘69 

Robert DeVere, ‘81 

James Waggy, ‘55 
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Douglas Sherwood, ‘65 

Evelyn Ciccarello 

Judy Stevens Tuemler, ‘93 

John Britton, ‘78 

Paul Pierce, Jr, ‘74 

Michael Shovlin, ‘73 

  

Please note: This list includes updates provided by family members, 
newspapers, and other sources. These dates reflect the period during which UC 
received and processed the information, not necessarily the dates that the 
individual passed away. 

  

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

Register HERE!  

 

 

  

 

  

 

Have you recently changed jobs? Did you and your family make a big move? Do you 
have exciting news to share with your alumni family? We want to hear about it! 
Update your alumni record so that we can share your successes with the rest of the 
Golden Eagle family. Keep soaring to new heights! 

Update Your Information HERE  
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Gail Carter 

VP for University Development 

304-357-4849 

gailcarter@ucwv.edu 

 

Christina Carr 

Director of Alumni Relations 

304-357-4734 

christinacarr@ucwv.edu 

  

Unsubscribe  

University of Charleston  

www.ucwv.edu  
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