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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Happy New Year!  January is the 
perfect time for a fresh start, setting 
new goals and looking toward the 
future year. Before I do that, I must 
reflect on the amazing year 2025 was 
and thank you for the generosity and 
support for your alma mater and 
Charleston's University™.  

From the success of Give for Gold—
supporting both academic programs 
and the athletic weight room 
project—to the opening of the 

Morrison Rehabilitative Science and Athletic Center and the launch of our Master 
of Occupational Therapy program, 2025 has been marked by meaningful progress. 
We celebrated away from the nest with two alumni gatherings in New Jersey and 
created unforgettable experiences by sending our men’s soccer team to England 
for a preseason trip. Closer to home, we welcomed friends and family at 
Homecoming and strengthened student success through scholarship funding that 
ensures every student can complete their degree at UC. In addition, gifts 
supported the student supply and emergency fund and ensured the annual fund 
remains strong, allowing the university to meet critical needs during a time when 
higher education is facing significant challenges. 

As we enter 2026, we have so much on the horizon  - another Give for Gold in 
February, athletic events, intriguing speakers, scholarship lunches for donors and 
students, Charleston's first marathon in 30 years, the beginning of the Doctorate 
of Physical Therapy Program, and more!  

 



Thank you for all your support for UC in 2025 and I encourage you to help us 
accomplish more in 2026.  That could be more time, talent or treasure and if you 
are unsure of what to do or how to do it, please contact the Advancement and 
Alumni Office to get involved. We are all here to move the mission of UC forward 
everyday - to educate students for productive work, enlightened living, and 
community service.  

Gail Carter, Vice President for University Development 

  
 

  

 

  

 



This week, the UC Men's and Women's Basketball teams traveled to Pittsburgh 
and defeated Point Park University. The victory was even sweeter due to the 
special fans in the stands.  

President Roth and Shari Reed met up with alumni to take in the games and enjoy 
fellowship together at a local joint, Tequila Cowboy.  

Thanks for packing your school spirit and making the trip, Golden Eagles!  

Pictured clockwise, Buddy Valinsky ('82), President Roth, UC Women's Head 
Coach-Bubby Johnson, Maria Coppola, Rob Pumo ('81), Dave Blashford ('81), Jon 
Block ('79), Tom Neal ('74), John Finlayson ('75), and Steve Kawash ('78). 
 

  

Mark your calendars for our next basketball gathering! 

 

RSVP for the Alumni Gathering HERE!  
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Sunday, April 12, 2026 

Learn More and Sign Up HERE!  

 

 

  

AVAILABLE THROUGH FEBRUARY 27th, 2026! 

Get yours TODAY to make the spring installment deadline!  

 

For $250, you can purchase a personalized brick that will be placed on the 
sidewalk between Riggleman Hall and the Geary Student Union. This is a unique 
opportunity to leave a lasting legacy on the University of Charleston campus. 
Bricks will be installed in Spring 2026, and your contribution will directly support 
UC’s continued growth through the Annual Fund. Secure your brick today and 
become a permanent part of UC’s history! 

  

Thank you for your support! Click HERE to learn more and donate!  
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2026 is the Perfect Year to Join the UC Builders! 

The UC Builders has been critical to the continued growth of the University, having 
donated more than $400,000 over its history for various projects. Members annual 
dues fund projects that help improve the quality of life for University students. The 
projects have ranged from purchasing library books and computer software to 
redecorating the Student Lounge and Frankenberger Art Gallery. 
 

The Builders host a spring luncheon meeting, a fall luncheon meeting, and three or 
more Book and Author luncheons annually. The guest speaker for each luncheon 
typically is either someone associated with the University or a visiting scholar or 
West Virginia author. 

With over 250 members, the organization has been able to make a huge 
difference in the well-being of the University. Plus, lunch provided by the 
talented UC catering staff with a view from the Erma Byrd Gallery makes this 
the best lunch club in town!  

  

Click Here to Learn More!  
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High 5 for 5 Years!!!  

This past week, I received a certificate of appreciation 
and lapel pin, which I will wear proudly, recognizing my 
five years of service in the advancement office. I have 
officially been an employee of the university longer than I 
was a student! 

 



I never expected that sharing your stories would become one of my favorite parts 
of the job. However, it has been a true privilege to have such meaningful 
conversations with alumni who have found success in the workforce, recounted 
tales of the “old days,” and shared love stories that began right here on campus. 
I’ve been inspired, learned more about the history of the university, and even had 
the chance to meet many of you in person after our Zoom interviews. Thank you 
for allowing me to put a spotlight on our wonderful alumni community. 

Here are five of my favorite stories captured over the last five years. They are 
presented with a big ’ole virtual HIGH FIVE from me to you!  

I look forward to seeing many of you during our 2026 alumni gatherings! 

Christina Carr, Director of Alumni Relations 
 

  

Joe and Jean Scheirman  

A blind date and magical first kiss started Joe and Jeannie 
Scheirman’s love story that would result in a marriage 
ceremony held in the chapel of Riggleman Hall. Read their 
story HERE.  

 

 

  

Beth Pauley and Family 

This highlight covers a family who has Golden Eagle roots 
running four generations deep.  We were able to gather three of 
those generations and I was joined by Dr. Tom and Gloria 
Pauley, Dr. Beth Pauley, and Eli Watson. Read their story HERE.  

 

 

  

Now and Then, Class of '68, MHC  

Rick Grauer, Bob Jontos, Tom Schulze, and Rob Siegel 

After reading Robert’s initial submission, I had laughed a 
little, cried a little, and was ready to start casting what I am 
sure would be a box office success story.  I love when you 
get a little “where are they now” and current photos at the 

end of a good movie. This story is complete with Robert's then and now photos. 

 

 

  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2fintv2%2fj%2f357ABB48-E293-44C0-922A-84231085CA45%2fr%2f357ABB48-E293-44C0-922A-84231085CA45_934c4666-3d9a-4f3e-a777-4579bb744011%2fl%2fFB54A326-7F96-440B-87CE-40EC55AF1E85%2fc&c=E,1,KAnuA2rgX9rCWThn1GCgU-bG_7MI810mGVOYBXCf3GQvUQIdj2MVZ3kOqqH9APpw4ZUbLWj6ZQCyeYCViwbARHh8ncNauoTRJijfiadZq50,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2fintv2%2fj%2f357ABB48-E293-44C0-922A-84231085CA45%2fr%2f357ABB48-E293-44C0-922A-84231085CA45_934c4666-3d9a-4f3e-a777-4579bb744011%2fl%2fFB4E3F45-08F7-4C57-9C99-F06C55CB3A8E%2fc&c=E,1,E9JXdAHKcH6wpYhnWgt-fJp0SHP_x1nNY8N1RoPJHhp_AK4VzqiyN9kWdtyl2rft3CHeQBSVti7aTdIkEP0uLLLkQkAeWfPQKPJ0t37lquDwXtkqefy6KoR_z27d&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2fintv2%2fj%2f357ABB48-E293-44C0-922A-84231085CA45%2fr%2f357ABB48-E293-44C0-922A-84231085CA45_934c4666-3d9a-4f3e-a777-4579bb744011%2fl%2fD2753366-D0B6-461A-B65F-AEFBCBA22E4D%2fc&c=E,1,s8OXe5t1QNA7E7rEWja8_zhLmbhTNSNIBLxoctp2uJBlXLvnJdC9pnvRA0BjGKKcAum0qY1dEP7YTb5qBHHtkCIF9UFwsSBtUWPXzd-wAw,,&typo=1


Jay Goldman, '66 and '79 

Friends and family of Jay Goldman gathered on the third 
floor of Riggleman Hall to dedicate and officially name 
room 307 as The Jay Goldman Classroom.  This honor is a 
gift from the City National Bank Board of Directors in 
recognition and gratitude for Jay’s 35 years of service to 
the board. Read Jay's story HERE. 

 

 

  

Brenda Canal, '72 

As the class of 1972 prepared for the celebration of their 
50th reunion, we are sure they thumbed through old 
yearbooks. On those pages, they would have found their 
classmate, Brenda Canal, listed as a recipient of the 1971 
Who’s Who in American Universities and Colleges 
honor.  Fifty years later, Brenda received another honor. 

This time, on a field, in her beloved hometown where she spent her career as a 
pioneer teacher and coach. Read her story HERE.  
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Want your athlete to have some time with the best soccer staff in the Atlantic 
Region? Check out these soccer camp opportunities!!  

  

 

Register for the February 28th Soccer Camp HERE!  
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Register for the Nike Soccer Camp HERE!  

 

 

  

Never miss a game! Click HERE for a full athletic schedule.  
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Shop the online bookstore HERE for all your UC Gear and Gifts!  
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A new year brings a time to look 
forward, but with a history as cool 
as ours, looking back is fun, too. 

Check out this 
informative article published 
by West Virginia Explorer 
Webzine and sent to us by David 
Kurtz ('80). It covers the life of 
Morris Harvey and history of this 
institution that was once named in 
his honor.  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

The '25-'26 NEW UCAA Swag has arrived!! Now is the time to join and renew 
your membership. 
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The UC Alumni Association is a great way to stay engaged, help plan alumni 
events, network with other alumni, and give back from wherever your wings have 
taken you! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Gold Level requires a $100 membership donation and includes a decal, key 
chain, tumbler, invitations to special VIP events, discounts, and more. 

The Gold Renewal requires a $100 membership donation and includes UC lunch 
cooler and UC icons lanyard, invitations to special VIP events, discounts, and 
more. 



The Maroon Level requires a $25 membership donation and includes our decal, 
alumni koozie, invitations to special events, discounts, and more. 

The Maroon Renewal requires a $25 membership donation and includes a UC 
icons lanyard, invitations to special events, discounts, and more.  

Click HERE to join or renew TODAY!  

 

Thank you to those who joined or renewed their membership this past month - 
Patricia Casdorph, Toni Davisson, Wayne Bennett, Susan McEwing Schauber, and 
Adam Gray,  

  

 

  

In Memorium 

Remembering Golden Eagle Alumni who have passed away in the last month.  

Mary Elizabeth Clark, ‘78 

Andrew Stephen Underwood, '71 

  

Please note: This list includes updates provided by family members, 
newspapers, and other sources. These dates reflect the period during which 
UC received and processed the information, not necessarily the dates that the 
individual passed away. 
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RSVP for the Lunch Box Event HERE!  

 

 

  

 

RSVP for the MBA Series HERE.  
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RSVP for the Party HERE!  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

Have you recently changed jobs? Did you and your family make a big move? Do 
you have exciting news to share with your alumni family? We want to hear about it! 
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Update your alumni record so that we can share your successes with the rest of 
the Golden Eagle family. Keep soaring to new heights! 

Update Your Information HERE  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gail Carter 

VP for University Development 

304-357-4849 

gailcarter@ucwv.edu 

 

Christina Carr 

Director of Alumni Relations 

304-357-4734 

christinacarr@ucwv.edu 

  

Unsubscribe  

University of Charleston  

www.ucwv.edu  
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